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Ref: Letter to Editor.

Sir,

For a More Humane Development
On 12th January, this year, about sixty houses in Aradhakanagar (a small slum near Seemapuri in East Delhi) were demolished by the bulldozers of P.W.D. for building a bypass. As a result, nearly hundred families who have lived in the lane for more than two decades and had laboriously built tiny houses through hard earned money have been left completely roofless and exposed. 
Undoubtedly, the demolished dwellings were on unauthorized land. But, in light of the fact that thousands of others who had lived in an area for long and had been issued ration cards, electric connections or voter cards, were allotted alternate sites after such displacements, the residents of this small cluster could also have been helped. The plight of Aradhaknagar, however, reaffirms that any ‘softness’ that our democratic state shows is reserved for those who can agitate and show strength. The sobs and misery of a few, howsoever law abiding, are incapable of moving the leviathan. 
Incidentally, as a researcher in the colony, I have been witness to local politicians repeatedly promising over the past one year that in the eventuality of demolitions the affected residents would be allowed to rebuild their hutments on a small swamp existing at the back of the basti which had indeed been of little use except emanating stench over the years. As a result, the concerned families spent thousands to fill the swamp last year. But now when they badly need a roof for their wailing children, elders and women, the authorities have turned a blind eye to all their pleas and tears.

In a city where crores can be spent on an evening party, can a few lakhs not be spared for those grossly underpaid, unorganized workers on whose sweat all our comforts rest ? Will the biggest cost of all the shoddy planning, corruption and delays in the administration of the largest democracy of the world be paid again and again by its over-exploited workers only ?
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